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PUBLISHER'S NOTE 

Wi1h this issue the editors pre
sent lheir fifth annua! sw-vey of 
che "100 Largcst Archilectural 
Firrns in lhe U.S." (see pagc 14). 
This will be followed in May by 
ù1e 100 Bigges1 Generai Con1rac
tors and in July by the 100 Big
gest Corporate Building C lients. 
Over the years ù1cse threc lists 
havc proved to be some of the 
most sought-after articles among 
FoRuH's 63,000 subsc,ibers, judg
ing from periodic reader interest 
surveys and requests for reprints. 

Obtaining dollar volume figures 
for these lists from contractors 
and clients is relatively easy; most 
of Ùlem look al building prima
ri ly as a business matter. Thc 
architects are anoÙler story; many 
of them feci, quite properly, that 
architecture is an art as well. And 
some decline to participate on the 
grounds that bigness ( or "busi
ness") can easily get confused 
with quality ( or "art"). 

Our survC)' must look at the 
I 00 biggest architects purely from 
a business viewpoint; obviously, 
volume should not be equated 
with quality of work. As in olher 
fields, quantity sometimes threat
ens quality: 

I. As every principal of a grow
ing architectural firm knows, big
ness can mean loss of contro! 
over design. Also, it can be hard 
lo find talented designers willing 
to work in large oflìces. 

2. Some big firms have gollen 
that way by placing primary em
phasis on service to their clients, 
with design a secondary conccrn. 

3. Others have grown by spe
cializing in buildings that demand 
far more engineering and produc
tion know-how lhan a rchitec1ural 
skill. Thcrc are 111any exceptions 
whcrc q11ali1y and quantity hap
pily go 1ogcthcr (scc bclow). 

to attcmpt such a list because 
they are cons1an1ly evaluating the 
best architectural work in cvery 
issue of the magazine. In featurc 
articlcs thc cditors make valuc 
judgmcnts on ù1e quality of Ùle 
architccturc chcy publish, but 
thcir lists of thc I 00 biggest are 
publishcd strictly as ncws-in thc 
magazinc's News department. 

Du,ing the last three years, the 
work of some 300 architectural 
firms has been featurecl in FoRUM. 
l'viany of Ùlcse fi1ms are small, 
young, up-and-coming ones; some 
of thcm may advancc to impor
tant commissions wich FoRuM's 
cncouragement. Some of thc firms 
are vcry large and well-estab-
1 ishcd oncs, f or thcre are, of 
coursc, a hanclful that are re
sponsible for a prodigious num
ber of good buildings. 

On che basis of a 3-year page 
coum, the work of the following 
25 lìrrns ( in alphabcLical orcler) 
has receivecl the greatest arnount 
of editoria! space in FoRu~r: 

Anshen & Allen; Edwarcl L. 
Barnes; Marce! Brcuer & Associ
ates; Caudill, Rowlctt, Scott; 
Mario J. Ciampi; Cunis & Davis; 
Ulrich J. Franzen & Associates; 
Victor Grucn Associatcs; Harri
son & Abramovitz; HellmuÙl, 
Obata & Kassabaum; Victor A. 
Luncly; Mies van der Rohc; C. 
F. Murphy Associates; I. M. P ei 
& Associatcs; Paul Ruclolph; Eero 
Saa rinrn and Associales; Scrt, 
Jarkson & Gourlcy; Skiclmore, 
Owings & Mrrrill; Eclwarcl Dur
rell Stone; The Architccts Col
laborative; J ohn Cari Warncckc & 
Associatcs; \.Yarncr, Burns, Toan, 
Lunclc; Jlarry Wecsc & Associatcs; 
Wh iulcsey & Conklin ; Minorn 
Yamasaki & J\ssociatcs. 

Few woulcl quibblc Lhat 1110s1 
of thcse 2.5 fìrms woulcl appcar on 
anyone's 100 "best" list. Yct it is 
signilìrant that 0111)' 11 of thcsc 
25 finn. are among this ycar's 100 
biggcst. Jlopefully, Lhc ralio will 
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New systems are changing both operations ancl architeclure 

THE EMERGING MEDICAL CENTER 
N.Y.U.-Bellevue shows there a,·e some lessoru to be learncd 
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An author and an art ltistorioo debate architecture today 
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]Jriglit, businesslike bui ldings in a minor civic boom 
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Conclusion: How to t1•rn a set o/ plans into a building 
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Tlte fine olrl prefabricated fronts are disappearing fast 

BABY SKYSCRAPER IN HOLLYWOOD 
The new S1mset-Vfae tower is iniproba,ble on seueral counts 
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5 NEWS 

14 100 BIGGEST 
ARCHITECTS 

37 PROJECTS 

Cover: 

75 

Design by Harold Krisel 

Editoria!, subscription, and 
ndve.rtieing data. 

176 Adverlìsing inde."C. 

80 

90 

92 

96 

98 

106 

110 

114 

118 

122 

126 

61 FURNISHINGS 

AROUITECTURAL FORUM, J-\pril 1964 
Voi. 120, No. il. Publlshcd monthly 

73 LETTERS 

79 EDITORIAL 

132 EDITOR'S NOTE 

164 BOOKS 

~l~r;;,\~:~~/C~imssroNOENC&: Pleo..se ad
drcss t.hc Mnnnging Editor, A.ROHiff:~ 
TUH~\L l o'ORUM, Time & Ll.to Build.i.ng, 
RookeCollc.r c~nte:r, New York. N.Y. 
10020. 
SUDSORJf'TIONS: u.s.. u.s. Posaeaions 
n.nd Cnnndn, one ycnr $7; 
clsewherc, onc ycnr SU?. SlngJe 
coules, lf ,wnilnblc, $1. Address 
Alt0111TROTUrtAL FonuM, 6110 N . Michi
smn Av1..• .• Ohicfl.h"O, Ili. tìOtìll, Seoond
clnss po~tngo pnld nt New York. N. Y. 
nnd nt nthlllionnl mnltlng oOìcos. 
Thls humc le publlshcd In nntlonn.l 
nnd tH.'lllU"Rto edltlons. Additionnl 
pnges of sOJ>l\.l'ntc edltlons are 
nolcd or nllowcd tor ns lo11ows: 
Proft.~ lonnl Editlon. PEl-PEl-1. 
J\fomber. Audll Burenu o( 
ClroulnUons nnd Assoo.lnted Business 
f'ubllcntlom1. 0 l!ltìJ Timo Ino. 

To the bcst of our knowledgc, 
no one has evcr dared Lo com pile 
a list of the l 00 best architccts. 
l t wou ld be not on ly inappro
pri;itc but poinllcss for 011r editor,; inc,·caliiC. -J.C.11. JR. 175 PRODUCTS Ali rtsrht.s rescrvcd. 
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